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Sec. of the National Diverse Reform League, 


" I am to make a few suggestions on a subject too great to be 
fairly outlined in a brief paper. 

The object of our study is the simple family of Christian civili- 
zation. The essentials of this family are one man and one woman, 
united in wedlock, together with their children. Other persons 
may be connected with them, by ties of kindred or of service, or 
this simplest form of the family may become a fragment through 
the losses of death. But these are accidental relations or natural 
deficiencies. We are now to deal with the simple, ideal family, 
which we all hold to be the true family of nature and Christian 
civilization. ° 

Though it would be E RR even necessary to a complete 
view of the case, to turn to more hopeful aspects of the subject, 
the terms of the theme confine us to the ferz/s of this family. Let it 
also be kept in mind that we have nothing to do here with either 
the optimistic or pessimistic views as such. It is our present duty 
to make a simple statement of facts, with some attempt to put them 
where their deeper meanings canbe seen. It may be interesting, 
and in some degrce profitable, to know whether the family life of 
our people, as a whole or in sections of the country, is better or 
worse than it was twenty years ago; but the inquiry does not seem 
to me to be of very great practical use. For, after all we may 
gain from that point of view, very Htthe light is thrown upon the 
Mare important question that is really before as. "Phat question 
is thes: 

os the family ie thee cawat y sokere it shouted be t Has tt the inep 
prety aid ahir te Bo tis apps rp ane petk, dad fe de Wels aaor Bet 
petite heen mider x mari is Pilong njai? Vertes thes. meaymary,, 
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